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A luzeurious train takes Sophie Campbell on a tour of the wonderful temples QfKamataka

oorg, or Kodagu, is a tiny area of
the coastal mountain range
known as the Western Ghats,
tuck\ed into the south-west

of Karnataka in southern

We marvelled at the southern

Hoysala temples, with their

star-shaped bases, flat roofs

and layered stone friezes

huns—muld'bﬂlou&hl 1 found, by focus-
hits.

steps, it was the animal bas-reliefs
dotted around the mner walls that
charmed. Two hundred
at Hampi (capital of ahn 'Vﬁa:yuniar

empire, destroyed by the Muslim ;uu.m
h oemum, 1 Was struck by the
Bath, a stone temple once used
ely by wamm, with its colon-
tagonal nd pierced plaster-
lace of watax and thl

2

L—urnarl 1o the train for lunch nud.
hllflay back to Hampi, twoe of us
Jumped ship, Tured away when we saw 2
village gearing uj a celebration.
Golden Chariot nmpluyae. d?nmn-ﬂ tn

an eye on us, gave a running com-
mentary (“he is drunk, madam”) as a
temple chariot shudshmd out in splen-
dour, looped with 5o many swmﬂng
ropes of tinsel and marigolds t you
could barely see the deity Imlde. It was
like being at a dazzling, super-friendly

The_ secretive. village fete.

by the hotel villas, had dark rose 3 But we were due to meet our bus af
detailing and Iurt}iﬂrli.ng brass door and go on to the vim:m 'l'cml,o.
Incks: designed o look like the god Shiva's famous for its musical pillars an

tridept. temple zhuﬂu.mwmplewﬁtubeﬁlul’

o to the south-east Just for us - a rare trea

of Coorg,  Cor has another hotel Iaaplns\ulnannuto-ﬂmhaw we:l;vmd
by the [aite at Kahint Dam, 4 vast reservoir along in the nopnll&ht wwpq)md
on high ground sandwiched between 20mph - ﬂlsma? 3aW our
Nagarhole parks, huscnmluxﬂspu&hnr way, Welwlmiwud

our tour but we went on, to find the guards
had kept Vitthala's llghtanLWewem

illas left to wander by ourselves through the
lwut. were on an evening boat safari. wonderful halls,
[ it A B
WaS. -
-adoring guests carrying serub- Details
msbh mmn&é?smwuﬂ ;
el ‘banks alive with Hima. Sophie Gampbel aguest Ampersand
barn swallows, billed duck, cor- i W, 9584 g100

mlh&mlleﬁ.nnmﬁwmhm
an appearance, It didn’'t matter; the experi-
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